
Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
 
Hymn 125,   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

 

M: O Lord, open my lips. 

C: And my mouth shall declare your praise. 

 

M: Hasten to save me, O God. 

C: O Lord, come quickly to help me. 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of prayer. We thank 

you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have 

gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel 

our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of 

thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Old Testament Lesson: Exodus 12:1-14 

God instructs his people about how to celebrate the Passover. 
 

1The Lord told Moses and Aaron this in the land of Egypt:  
2This month is to be the beginning of your calendar. It is to be the first 

month of the year for you. 3Tell the entire Israelite community that on the 

tenth day of this month, they are to take a lamb or a kid goat for themselves, 

according to their fathers’ households, one lamb per household. 4But if the 

household is too small for a whole lamb, then that person and his neighbor 

next door to him must select one, based on the number of people. Determine 

what size lamb is needed according to how much each person will eat.  
5Your lamb must be unblemished, a year-old male. You may take it from 

the sheep or the goats. 6You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of this 

month. Then the whole assembly of the Israelite community is to slaughter 

the lambs at sunset. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 

doorposts and the lintel of the houses where they eat the lamb. 8That night 

they shall eat the meat that has been roasted over a fire, along with 

unleavened bread. They shall eat it with bitter herbs. 9Do not eat it raw or  

boiled  in  water, but  roasted  over a  fire—with its head, its legs, and its  

internal organs. 10You shall not leave any of it until the morning. Whatever 

remains until the morning, you shall burn in the fire. 11This is how you are to 

eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt ready for travel, your sandals on 

your feet, and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover.  
12For on that night I will pass through the land of Egypt. I will strike 

down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both people and animals. Against 

all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment. I am the Lord. 13The blood will 

be a sign for you on the houses where you are. When I see the blood, I will 

pass over you. There will be no plague among you to destroy you, when I 

strike down the land of Egypt.  
14This day shall be a memorial for you, and you are to celebrate it as a 

festival to the Lord. Throughout your generations you must celebrate it as a 

permanent regulation.  

 

 

Psalm 116, page 107 in Christian Worship 

 

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10:16,17 

What happens here is no mere symbol.  As we eat and drink, we 

receive the true body and blood of Christ.  

 
16The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the 

blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a communion of the 

body of Christ? 17Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are 

one body, for we all partake of the one bread.   

 

Verse of the Day: As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, 

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   
 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 14:12-26 

Jesus gives his disciples instructions for celebrating the Passover.    
 

12On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the 

Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples asked him, “Where do you want us 

to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 13He sent two of his disciples 

and said to them, “Go into the city, and there a man carrying a jar of water 

will meet you. Follow him. 14Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the house 

that the Teacher says, ‘Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover 

with my disciples?’ 15He will show you a large upper room, furnished and 

ready. Make preparations for us there.”  
16His disciples left and went into the city and found things just as he had 

told them; and they prepared the Passover.  
17When it was evening, he arrived with the Twelve.  



18While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said, “Amen I tell you: 

One of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.”  
19They began to be sorrowful and said to him one by one, “Surely not 

I?”  
20He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve, one who is dipping bread 

with me in the dish. 21Indeed, the Son of Man is going to go just as it has 

been written about him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”  
22While they were eating, Jesus took bread. When he had blessed it, he 

broke it and gave it to them, saying, “Take it. This is my body.”  
23Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them. They all drank 

from it. 24He said to them, “This is my blood of the new testament, which is 

poured out for many. 25Amen I tell you: I will certainly not drink again of the 

fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
26After they sang a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

Hymn 715 – (From Supplement) -  “What Grace Is This!” 

 

Sermon: Hands of Humility 

                    John 13:1-5,12-17 

 

Prayers 

 

The Communion Liturgy, page 33 in Christian Worship 

 

The Blessing 

 

Hymn 316, “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 

 
    

 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory 

of God by Helen Davidson and family in loving memory of Ron Davidson. 

 

 

 


